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Feline Allergic Disease Terminology Update

Dear Colleagues,

In this newsletter, we review the recommended nomenclature for feline allergic diseases  
and equine allergic respiratory disease. The latter can be found in this month‘s Laboklin  
Aktuell: “Allergic respiratory disease in horses“, written by Dr Regina Wagner.

There has been controversy in the terminology for feline hypersensitivity to environmental 
allergens, questioning whether the term “atopic dermatitis“ should be used. Consequently, 
terms as complex as “feline atopic-like dermatitis“ or “non-flea non-food-hypersensitivity 
dermatitis“ were used.

In February of this year, the article “Feline allergic diseases: proposed nomenclature“ by  
Halliwell et al. was published in Veterinary Dermatology, where the following nomenclature  
is proposed:

Feline Atopic Syndrome (FAS) includes the cutaneous, gastrointestinal and/or  
respiratory (asthma) manifestation of allergic disease regardless of whether it is related to  
aeroallergens or food. In clinical practice, it would be used in animals with a history and  
clinical signs (skin, gastrointestinal or respiratory) of allergy when it is not identified  
whether environmental or food allergens cause it.

Feline Atopic Skin Syndrome (FASS) exclusively defines skin disease caused by  
hypersensitivity to aeroallergens.
Food allergy and flea allergy dermatitis (FAD) may mimic or contribute to this syndrome  
but are not included in this designation. This term implies that it is a conclusive diagnosis 
that the skin condition results from hypersensitivity to environmental allergens.

Feline Food allergy (FA) defines cases of allergic disease associated with food,  
whether the clinical picture is dermatological and/or gastrointestinal.

Feline asthma is an IgE-associated eosinophilic inflammatory disease against inhaled  
allergens. It affects the bronchioles leading to spontaneous reversible bronchoconstriction, 
manifested by acute respiratory distress or chronic coughing and expiratory wheezing.

Flea bite dermatitis and insect bite allergic dermatitis are specifically excluded from  
these terms.

Dr Carmen Lorente
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Dermatology at BATTLAB  

Allergy Tests and Profi les   
Screening Test
Pruritus Profi les

Food Allergen Profi le
Mediterranean Panel

Perennial and Seasonal Panels
Insects & Hymenoptera
Feathers/Hair/Epithelia

Flea/Malassezia

Allergen-specifi c Immunotherapy   
ASIT incl. Insects 

SLIT/SCIT  

Ectoparasites   
Sarcoptes Ab (IgG)

Sarcoptes PCR
Demodex PCR

Pathology 
Impression smears, FNAs, solid biopsies

Cytology results within 24 hours
1 – 4 days for histopathology 

Microbiology
Bacteriology, Mycology 

and species specifi c Antibiograms

Dermatologists available  
–� ready to assist you with your 

dermatological cases on 

admin@battlab.com  

Kennen Sie schon 
die App von LABOKLIN?

Die 4Paws App von Laboklin. Mit der 
4Paws wird z.B. die ASIT (Allergen-spe-
zifi sche Immuntherapie) mit Start ein-
gegeben und die Erinnerung an die 
nächste Injektion kommt dann als push 
up Nachricht. Auch die Erinnerung für 
die Bestellung der neuen Lösungen ist 
schon vorgegeben. Aber nicht nur an die 
ASIT Injektionen erinnert sie, sondern 
auch an Entwurmungen, Impfungen 
und andere Therapie. Die App kann 
kostenfrei aus dem App Store / Playstore 
heruntergeladen werden. Oder fragen 
Sie uns nach einem Flyer für 
Ihren Warteraum.

Do you already know about the 
4Paws App from LABOKLIN?

With the 4Paws App, owning a pet is 
made easier. Push reminder messages 
for medications such as ASIT 
(allergen-specifi c immunotherapy) 
administration, ordering the next 
ASIT medication, deworming, 
vaccinations, and other therapies 
are made easy. The app can be 
downloaded free of charge from the 
App Store  / Playstore. Ask us for a
fl yer for your waiting room.
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